Oahe Hockey Association Substance Abuse Policy & Procedure
Adopted by the Board      June 30, 2009
Substance Abuse Policy and Disclosure Requirements
During the designated hockey season, an athlete shall not:

1. Possess or consume any alcoholic beverage;

2. Use or possess any tobacco products including smokeless tobacco;

3. Use or possess any marijuana or controlled drugs or substances.  

4. Knowingly be present and remain in any place where the illicit use of any alcohol, marijuana or controlled drugs or substances is occurring.

During the designated hockey season, an athlete and the athlete’s parents and/or guardian shall:

1. Report any violations of the policy by the athlete to the athlete’s head coach within 24 hours of the violation.
2. Provide a sample of the athlete’s blood, breath or urine when requested to by the athlete’s head hockey coach in order to determine the presence of any alcohol, marijuana or controlled drugs or substances.
3. Provide written authorization upon request for the disclosure of any and all law enforcement reports.
Penalties for violations of the Substance Abuse Policy and Disclosure Requirements

1st Violation – The athlete shall be suspended for a number of games equivalent to 25% of all games scheduled for the entire season.  Such games include but are not limited to league games, tournaments games and all other games prior to State Tournament.  The athlete shall attend all practices during the suspension.
2nd Violation - The athlete shall be suspended for a number of games equivalent to 50% of all games scheduled for the entire season.  Such games include but are not limited to league games, tournaments games and all other games.  The athlete shall attend all practices during the suspension.

3rd Violation - The athlete shall be suspended for a number of games equivalent to 100% of all games scheduled for the entire season.  Such games include but are not limited to league games, tournaments games and all other games.  The athlete may attend all practices during the suspension if directed by the head coach.

Please note that an arrest and/or conviction need not occur to be a violation of the above policy. When the use, possession, consumption, etc. occurs, the policy has been violated. If the athlete does not self report any violation of the policy within 24 hours as noted above, there will be an additional two game penalty. 
Denial of Violation- An athlete shall be suspended for an additional 5 games beyond the athlete’s original period of suspension when the athlete denies any violation, is allowed to participate, and then is subsequently found in violation of the policy. 
If any of the penalties imposed exceeds the number of games scheduled to be played during the remainder of that designated season, the athlete shall serve the remainder of the penalty beginning with the first scheduled game of any type to be played during the next designated season until the penalty is served in full.  The athlete shall attend all practices during the period of suspension. 

Procedure
1. The policy applies during the designated Oahe Hockey season which shall run from September 1st through August 31st of the following year.

2. This policy applies to players at all levels of Oahe Hockey.

3. Violations accumulate through the season but do not carry over to the following season.  Penalties for violations committed in one season shall carry over to the following season if not completely served as set forth above.

4. At the beginning of each designated hockey season, coaches will give a copy of this policy to each athlete.  This form must be signed before the first practice. 
5. Coaches may set curfew hours for their teams and require all players to display appropriate conduct to coaches, parents, officials and other players.  Disciplinary action for violations of curfew hours and player conduct shall be at the coaches’ discretion.  An appeal of a disciplinary action may be made to the Discipline Committee of the Oahe Hockey Association.
6. Coaches having knowledge of a violation of this policy will individually confer with the athlete regarding the violation.  If the athlete admits the violation, the penalty will immediately be imposed pursuant to this policy.  The coach shall inform the Discipline Committee of the violation.  If the athlete denies the violation, the coach may refer the matter to the Discipline Committee of the Oahe Hockey Association for a hearing.   A hearing on the violation will occur within 7 days. 

7. Questions about any penalty pursuant to this policy shall be directed to the Discipline Committee of the Oahe Hockey Association appointed by the President of the Oahe Hockey Association.
Appeal
An appeal of any decision made by the Discipline Committee may be made to the Oahe Hockey Association Board.  Written request to appeal must be received by the President of the Board within seven (7) days of notification of the suspension. The Board will meet within one week of receipt of the request to appeal. The athlete will be allowed to continue normal activity until the appeal has been resolved.  The decision of the Board shall be final.  
STATEMENT OF AGREEMENT
I/We have reviewed and understand the Substance Abuse Policy and Procedure of the Oahe Hockey Association and agree to abide by said policy.
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_______________________

Oahe Hockey Athlete





Date
 _____________________________


_______________________

Parent/Guardian






Date

